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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to the amendments filed on 10/02/2008. 

2. Claims 1-12 have been cancelled. Claims 13-25 have been newly added. 

3. This action has been made FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claims 13-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 13 and 25 lack the necessary physical articles or objects to constitute a 
machine or a manufacture within the meaning of 35 USC 101. They are clearly not a 
series of steps or acts to be a process nor are they a combination of chemical compounds 
to be a composition of matter. As such, they fail to fall within a statutory category. They 
are, at best, functional descriptive material per se. Descriptive material can be 
characterized as either "functional descriptive material" or "nonfunctional descriptive 
material." Both types of "descriptive material" are nonstatutory when claimed as 
descriptive material per se, 33 F.3d at 1360, 31 USPQ2d at 1759. When functional 
descriptive material is recorded on some computer-readable medium, it becomes 
structurally and functionally interrelated to the medium and will be statutory in most 
cases since use of technology permits the function of the descriptive material to be 
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realized. Compare In re Lowry, 32 F.3d 1579, 1583-84, 32 USPQ2d 1031, 1035 (Fed. Cir. 
1994) Merely claiming non functional descriptive material, i.e., abstract ideas, stored on 
a computer-readable medium, in a computer, or on an electromagnetic carrier signal, 
does not make it statutory. See Diehr, 450 U.S. at 185-86, 209 USPQ at 8 (noting that the 
claims for an algorithm in Benson were unpatentable as abstract ideas because "[t]he 
sole practical application of the algorithm was in connection with the programming of a 
general purpose computer."). 

Examiner suggests implementing into the claim limitations the following 
language, "retrieving from memory" or "processing from a processor" or "storing in 
memory". The present claims fail to transform the data. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 13-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
2004/0086120 to Akins, III et al (hereafter Akins) in view of US 2003/0046407 to 
Erickson et al (hereafter Erickson). 

Claim 13: 
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Akins discloses a process for display of memory contents or of a memory region [See 
Akins Paragraphs 0032 & 0048] on a user surface (i) of a data processing terminal device iO) 
or a communications terminal device (ii) [(i.e. communication interface) See Akins Figure 2A, 
Item 212 & Paragraph 0028], comprising: 

displaying on the user surface (i) [See Akins Figure 4b-c & Figure 5c & Paragraphs 0061] 
at least one parameter (5) comprising name, title, type, or size contained in a DRM data 
file (2), instead of or in addition to at the least one parameter selected from the name, 
type or size of the DRM data file (2) [See Akins Paragraphs 0032, 0043-0044, 0051-0053, 0073 & 
0075-76]. 

However, Akins failed to disclose "one useful data object". Nonetheless, Erickson 
teaches one useful data object ("versions of the embedded content objects" See Erickson 
Paragraph 0030 & 0034). 

Since both Akins and Erickson teach similar methods, it would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art to substitute one method for the other to achieve the 
predictable result of showing a number of user data objects. 
Claim 14: 

The combination of Akins and Erickson discloses wherein in addition to the name or title, 
other data files (4) selected from video, audio or text data files are displayed on the user 
surface (i) (See Akins Paragraph 0018). 
Claim 15: 
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The combination of Akins and Erickson discloses opening the DRM data file (2) [See Akins 
Paragraphs 0032, 0043-0044, 0051-0053, 0073 & 0075-76] and reading out the at least one 
parameter (5) comprising name, type [See Akins Paragraphs 0017, 0041, 0051, 0059] or size [See 
Akins Paragraphs 0070], of the at least one useful data object (3) ("versions of the 
embedded content objects" See Erickson Paragraph 0030 & 0034); 

displaying on the user surface (i) [See Akins Figure 4b-c & Figure 5c & Paragraphs 0061] at least 
one of the parameters (5) of the al least one useful data object (3) ("versions of the 
embedded content objects" See Erickson Paragraph 0030 & 0034) that were read out 
beforehand instead of or in addition to the corresponding parameter (5) [See Akins 
Paragraphs 0017, 0041, 0051, 0059]. 
Claim 16; 

The combination of Akins and Erickson discloses wherein in another process step rights 
of use (6) [See Akins Paragraphs 0032, 0043-0044, 0051-0053, 0073 & 0075-76] of the at least one 
useful data object (3) ("versions of the embedded content objects" See Erickson 
Paragraph 0030 & 0034) are sought, evaluated and in combination with at least the 
name/ title ["title, artist, album" See Akins Figure 4A-4C & 5C] and optionally the remaining 
parameters (5) of the corresponding DRM data file (2) [See Akins Paragraphs 0032, 0043-0044, 
0051-0053, 0073 & 0075-76] or of the corresponding useful data object (3) ("versions of the 
embedded content objects" See Erickson Paragraph 0030 & 0034) are displayed on the 
user surface (i) ["user interface screen (GUI) See Akins Figure 4A-4C, 5C & Paragraph 0060-0063]. 
Claim 17: 



Application/ Control Number: 10/ 553,796 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2163 

The combination of Akins and Erickson discloses wherein the parameters (5), especially 
the name/ title, of the DRM data file (2) and/ or the parameters (5), especially the 
name/ title, of the at least one useful data object (3) are distinguished from the 
parameters (5) of other data files (4) by a separate display, by an additional symbol, or 
by a symbol which has been modified compared to a conventional symbolic 
representation of the parameters (5) of a data file or the useful data object, or by 
changing a display color, brightness or structure ["user interface screen (GUI) See Akins 
Figure 4A-4C, 5C & Paragraph 0060-0063]. 
Claim 18: 

The combination of Akins and Erickson discloses wherein a plurality of the useful data 
objects (3) of the DRM data file (2) are displayed separately as independent objects 
("versions of the embedded content objects" See Erickson Paragraph 0030 & 0034). 
Claim 19: 

The combination of Akins and Erickson discloses wherein a plurality of the useful data 
objects (3) of the DRM data file (2) or the parameters (5) of several useful data objects (3) 
("versions of the embedded content objects" See Erickson Paragraph 0030 & 0034) of 
the DRM data file (2) are displayed by a graphic component (7) ["backdrops as mountain 
scenes, streams and other back drops" See Akins Figure 4A-4C, 5C & Paragraph 0060-0063], or are 
displayed by a bracket or a frame around the useful data objects (3) of the DRM data file 
(2) or around the parameters (5) of several useful data objects ("versions of the 
embedded content objects" See Erickson Paragraph 0030 & 0034) of a DRM data file 
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(2) and/ or a common display color, brightness or structure ["user interface screen (GUI) 
See Akins Figure 4A-4C, 5C & Paragraph 0060-0063]. 
Claim 20: 

The combination of Akins and Erickson discloses, wherein the at least one useful data 
object (3) is displayed as a subsequencer of a DRM data file sequencer, or in the form of 
a tree Structure [(i.e. directory) See Akins Paragraphs 0070]. 
Claim 21: 

The combination of Akins and Erickson discloses wherein an application of 
administration of the rights of use (6) belonging to the at least one useful data object (3) 
is integrated into the application for display of the memory contents or of the memory 
region on the user surface (i) [(i.e. memory display) See Akins Paragraph 0048]. 
Claim 22: 

The combination of Akins and Erickson discloses, wherein when the useful data object (3) 
is activated, verification of existing rights of use (6) is done and for a positive result the 
useful data object (3) is decoded and transferred to the corresponding application for 
use of the useful data object (3), and for a negative result the use of the useful data 
object (3) is prevented [See Akins Paragraph 0032, 0043, 0052, 0069 & 0073-0076]. 
Claim 23: 

The combination of Akins and Erickson discloses, wherein as another property parameter 
of the useful data object (3) it is indicated whether there are rights of use (6) to the 
useful data object (3) or not, and/ or what type and what scope the rights of use (6) have 
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[See Akins Paragraphs 0032, 0043, 0051, 0069, 0073]. 
Claim 24: 

The combination of Akins and Erickson discloses, wherein different types of the rights of 
use (6) are displayed by correspondingly different graphic and/ or written displays 
["user interface screen (GUI)" See Akins Paragraphs 0013, 0020, 0027, 0059]. 
Claim 25: 

The combination of Akins and Erickson discloses telecommunications arrangement (9) 
comprising at least one data processing terminal device (11) and/or one 
communications terminal device (ii), which is designed to execute the process as 
claimed in claim 13 [(i.e. communication interface) See Akins Figure 2A, Item 212 & Paragraph 
0028]. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 13-25 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

9. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and 
any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date 
of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire 
later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Contact Information 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SHEREE N. BROWN whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4229. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00 AM - 
3:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on (571) 272-1834. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

11. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http:/ / pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner 
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